False-positive Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare cultures with the Bactec 460 TB system.
Isolation of Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare from a number of specimens cultured with the Bactec 460 TB system was suspected to be due to carry-over contamination. The analysis of culture records and of the typing results confirmed this hypothesis. The problem seems to have been eliminated after replacement of the needle heater and increase of the needle temperature. We recommend that a number of precautions should be taken to reduce the risk of reporting false positive mycobacterial cultures.